
Jesus said,
“Let not your heart be troubled; 
believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are 
many dwelling places; if it were 
not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go to prepare a 
place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you to 
myself; that where I am, there 
you may be also.”
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Thank you for 
p re -p l ann ing 
your funeral. We 
believe that your 
thoughts now 
will help your 
f a m i l y l a t e r 
d u r i n g t h e i r 
grief. 

Please fill out this  worksheet and 
return it to the church office 
where it will be kept on file. Feel 
free to make copies and leave 
them with your family or attorney 
or funeral home. If you’re 

uncertain or have 
no opinion, feel 
free to leave the 
answer blank. If 
you need more 
room, feel free to 
attach extra pages. 

This  worksheet 
may require you 

to reflect upon your life. We hope 
so. We also hope that this 
worksheet will be a comfort to the 
loved ones you will leave behind. 

z Operation “Hope-Not” z
Sir Winston Churchill pre-planned his own solemn, state funeral. 
It was code named, “Operation Hope-Not.” But unless the Lord 
Jesus gloriously re-appears in our life time, we are all going to die 
and be buried. As a spiritual exercise, it can be helpful for us to 
acknowledge our own mortality. When death comes, frequently 
family and friends are not certain of our wishes. A funeral planner 
such as this can help make things easier on those who survive us 
and can also make certain that our preference are known. 
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You and Zion Lutheran Church...
Your name: ____________________________________ Today’s Date: ______________________

How long have you been a member of  Zion? 

What are your favorite memories of  Zion?

PLANNING YOUR FUNERAL SERVICE

What are your favorite Scripture passages?

What are your favorite hymns?

Would you like a soloist to sing? 

Is there someone you would like to eulogize or speak at your funeral?

Would you like people to have a lunch at Zion after the funeral? If  so, how many do you think we should 
plan for?

Do you want to have flowers at your funeral or some other kind of  remembrance?

Sometimes people will send money as a memorial to a cause with which you are associated. Will you 
want to have memorials in your honor? To where would you like memorials to go? To Zion or 
elsewhere? 



Will you have military honors at your funeral? 

Would you like to have a graveside service following the funeral? Would you like 
that service to be open to everyone or just to your family? 

Have you already chosen a funeral home that will be handling your arrangements? If  so, which one? 
Does the funeral home have your preferences and arrangements (or a copy of  this document) on file? 

Have you chosen a cemetery in which to be buried? Which one? 

Do you own cemetery plot? Where? 



What experiences in your life helped most to grow your faith in 
Jesus Christ?

What are your favorite activities, pastimes or hobbies?

To which clubs or organizations have you belonged?

For what would you most like to be remembered?

What were the greatest challenges of  your life?

Looking back on your life...
What do you consider to be your greatest accomplishments (accolades, awards?) in this life?

What brought you joy in this life?



SOME OF THE COSTS TO CONSIDER 
The funeral home will work with your loved ones regarding the costs associated with your funeral and 
burial. Usually, the funeral home charges you for the services at the church and then pays those involved 
individually. Consider that besides the pastor and accompanist, others will also need to be paid, such as 
any soloist, other musicians and a sound board technician to run the microphones and the power point 
and videos that are increasingly becoming more common at funerals. It is also common practice to make 
a donation to the church to cover the cost of  a funeral luncheon. 

Support for your family and friends
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of  things has passed away.” Revelation 21:4

Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” At Zion, we believe that Jesus is 
our comfort in all the losses of  life. We’d like to be able to bring the comfort of  Jesus to you and have 
several ways we can help you on your journey toward spiritual and emotional healing.

Care Ministers are available if  you would like someone to walk beside you. A Care Minister has 
completed intensive training and is equipped to help you work through your grief  on a one to one basis 
in a Christ-centered way. For more information please contact the Zion office or one of  our staff. 

Grief  Share is a group experience for those who are mourning the death of  a loved one. Offered once or 
twice a year, Grief  Share is facilitated by someone who has also lived through the loss of  a significant 
person and has emerged able to help others deal with their grief. For more information please contact 
the Zion office or one of  our staff. 

Prayer and Spiritual Conversation with one of  our pastors who are available throughout the week and 
are happy to meet with you by appointment. 

Leaving a Legacy for Mission at Zion -The Zion Trust Fund

The purpose of  the fund is to enhance the mission and outreach of  Zion by establishing and supporting 
ministries and stewardship opportunities in addition to and apart from the general operation of  the 
church. All contributions, cash, or property given to the church by will or legacy gift will be placed in the 
Perpetual Fund. A gift to this fund has the advantage of  making a contribution to the life and work of  
the church each year into the future - a gift that keeps on giving. For more information, please contact 
the church office. 



Things I want people to know...

Consider using this 
space to write your own 
obituary. MY OBITUARY

If  you could tell your loved ones anything, what would you want them most to know? 



Quotes to give by:
“God doesn’t want you to give out 
of  a sense of  pressure or guilt. God 
wants you to give with eager joy. If  
there is joy in your heart when 
offering time comes, you know 
God is pleased. Do you look 
forward to writing the offering 
check? Do you feel like bursting 
with joy at offering time in your 
church? Do you get excited when 
you receive unexpected money that 
you can give to God’s work? If  so, 
you have entered into the true 
spirit of  giving.” - Rod Rogers, 
Pastor Driven Stewardship
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“I do not believe one 
can settle how much 
we ought to give. I am 
afraid the only safe 
rule is to give more 
than we can spare.” - 
C.S. Lewis

“Perhaps the 
saddest 
observation of  all 
is that the 

spending habits of  people in the 
church differ little from those of  
the world. The lifestyles of  most 
professing Christians are not 
substantially different from anyone 
else’s. Too many in the church 
have adopted the world’s indulgent 
attitude toward money. Almost 
every form of  materialistic 
extravagance and excess has found 
its way into the fellowship of  
believers. It is as if  the church has 
forgotten Jesus’ mandate to invest 
in eternity.” - John MacArthur

Remembering Zion Church in Your Will 
The provisions in your Will for making a 
gift to Zion Lutheran Church will depend 
upon financial and family circumstances 
and the type of  gift. We hope these 
specimen provisions will be helpful to your 
attorney.

Although it is possible to designate a 
specific purpose for 
your gift by Will, Zion’s 
needs do change from 
time to time. Thus, if  a 
specific purpose is 
stated, it is preferable to 

authorize the Trust Fund Board to use the 
gift for other purposes if  the Board 
determines that the designated use is no 
longer appropriate.

Examples of  Bequest Clauses

Unrestricted general legacy
“I give to Zion Lutheran Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, the sum of  ________ dollars for its 
general purposes.”

“I hereby bequeath to Zion Lutheran Church, Des 
Moines, Iowa, ______ percent of  my estate.”

Gifts for a specific purpose
“I give to Zion Lutheran Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, the sum of  _____ dollars to be added to 
its endowment and the net income therefrom shall 
be used for _________. If  in the opinion of  the 
Trust Fund Board the purposes of  the Church 
would be better served by using the income or 
principal, or both, may so be used.” 

A Specific Legacy
“I give my art collection (example) consisting of  
paintings and sculptures to Zion Lutheran Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa.”

Gift of  residuary estate
“I give the residue of  the property owned by me at 
my death, real and personal and wherever situated, 
to Zion Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa, for 
its general purposes.”

Contingent gift of  residuary estate
“I give the residue of  the property owned by me at 
my death, real and personal and wherever situated, 
to my wife, __________, if  she survives me. If  
my wife does not survive me, I give my residuary 
estate to Zion Lutheran Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa, for its general purposes.”

Amount of  gift dependent on the size of  
the estate
“I give the sum of  _______ dollars or _______ 
percent of  my adjusted gross estate as finally 
determined for federal estate tax purposes, 
whichever is the lesser, to Zion Lutheran Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa, for its general purposes.”

Direction that the charitable gift be free of 
taxes
“I direct that no estate or inheritance taxes be paid 
from the share of  any property given to Zion 
Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa.”

Provision for payment of  a pledge
“I direct my executor to pay to Zion Lutheran 
Church, Des Moines, Iowa, any balance that is 
due or will become due under the terms of  any 
pledge or pledges made by me during my lifetime.”

Some people have also arranged to provide life income in 
their Wills for survivors, with the principal eventually 
going to Zion. We would like to tell you and your advisors 
about the tax and financial benefits of  those gifts.

Please direct any questions you may have in regard to 
naming Zion Lutheran Church in your Will to:

The Trust Fund Board
Zion Lutheran Church
4300 Beaver Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50310

or call 515.270.8142

Information is also available on our website, 
www.ziondsm.org
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Contact Us: 

 Zion Lutheran Church

www.ziondsm.org
(515) 270 - 8142
fax: (515) 331-1912
4300 Beaver Ave
Des Moines, IA 50310
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